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< oFthiis: studyJ&t?o expl@ré thid folés of worner mthe industrial
novel ofthe earl.‘y ictorian era. “Fhe major ainis fo showthe significance
of female characters in relation to the recogmzable 'social and political
themes of the works. The novels dealt with are: Frances Trollope,
Michael Armstrong, Charlotte Elizabeth, Helen Fleetwood, Benjamin
Disraeli, Sybil, Elizabeth Gaskell Mary Barton and North and South,
Charlotte Brontg, Shirley; Charles Kingsley; 4lton Locke, Charles Dick-
ens, Hard Times, and furthermore a few of Harriet Martineau’s I/lu-
strations of Political Economy are included.

Female charactersareshown to have an essential partin expressing the
major ideas of the writers:concetning social reforin:“Adl works deal with
social cr1s1s ‘and- unxest VAL ma;or ‘theme -isithe sstriving for a peaceful

fe haracters contribute
; ence: Philanth%py fs'a vital
concept in'the works whicﬁu domunicated through female figures. The
pronounced religious message is also above all expressed by female
characters.
~ The 1mportance of the female characters is established through the
study of four major aspects of woman’s role within the stories. First of all
‘the image of the working-class woman is discussed. The second section
concerns the widespread social involvement of women from the higher
strata of society. Thirdly; the beginnings of ‘a ‘modern, independent
female figure found in the novels are dealt with. The last major aspect
concerns the relationship between men and women and the relevance of
romantic issues to the social topic of the works. -
While contributing to the social and political themes of the works the:
function of the female characters is shown also to bear witness to
-contemporary ideals of womanhood.




