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feminism are presented ifidniove in ded fo provide a backgeound to Godwm s fiction.
Chapter 2 outlines the feminism inherent in Godwm s novels and introduces her treatment of the
theme of Southern womanhood, so important in most of her work..Chapters 3 through 5 present
close readings of her novels, focusing on female patterns of development as linked to the treat-
ment of male-female relationships. The Conclusion summarizes .the above analyses. It is sug-
gested that three phases can be discerned in Gail Godwin’s novels of the 1970s-and 1980s: female
subordination and a concomitant lack of development and fulfillment in The Perfectionists and
Glass People; awareness and rebellion against subordination in The Odd Woman and Violet Clay;
and the seeds of transformation—female and male—primarily in 4 Mother and Two Daughters .
(but present also in The Finishing School and A Southern Family). ‘Escaping the castle of patri-
archy’ does not, in Godwin’s work, -entail revolutionary changes: instead, a slow and  gradual
transformation is visnalized, acknowledging the deep significance of one’s historical and geo-
graphical past.
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